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Charter School Policies in Each State

Authorizer
Charter schools require authorization by some state/local g overnment or third-party entity to open. Charter funding  policies and

reporting  practices may vary depending  on the entity that authorized the charter school. This report indicates the types of entities which

may authorize charter schools in each state.

Alabama Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in Alabama may be authorized by local school districts and the Alabama Charter

School Commission.

Alaska Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in Alaska may be authorized by local school districts, with approval of the State

Board of Education.

Arizo na Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in Arizona may be authorized by the State Board of Education, the State Board

for Charter Schools, or other entities, like institutions of hig her education.

Arkansas Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in Arkansas may be authorized by the Department of Education and the State

Board of Education.

Calif o rnia Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in California may be authorized by local school districts, the State Board of

Education, or other entities, like county boards of education.

Co lo rado Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in Colorado may be authorized by local school districts or the State Charter

School Institute.

Co nnecticut Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in Connecticut may be authorized by both the local or reg ional school district

and the State Board of Education, or by the State Board of Education only.

Delaware Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in Delaware may be authorized by local school districts and the State

Department of Education.

District o f

Co lumbia

Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in the District of Columbia may be authorized by the board of education, the

Public School Board, and any other entities desig nated as authorizers by the D.C. Council.

Flo rida Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in Florida are authorized by local school districts. Universities have limited

authority to authorize charter lab schools.

Geo rgia Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in Georg ia may be authorized by local school districts, the State Board of

Education, and the Charter Schools Commission.
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Hawaii Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in Hawaii may be authorized by State Public Charter Commission, and other

entities approved by the board, including  institutions of hig her education, county or state ag encies, and nonpro,t

org anizations.

Idaho Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in Idaho may be authorized by local school districts, the Public Charter School

Commission, and other entities such as institutions of hig her education.

Illino is Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in Illinois may be authorized by local school districts or the State Charter School

Commission.

Indiana Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in Indiana may be authorized by local school boards with the authority to do so,

the Indiana Charter School Board, and other entities, such as institutions of hig her education or executives of

consolidated cities.

Io wa Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in Iowa must be authorized by both the local school district and the State Board

of Education.

Kansas Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in Kansas must be authorized by both the local school district and the State

Board of Education.

Kentucky Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in Kentucky may be authorized by local school districts and other entities, like

certain chief executives of local g overnments or a collaborative of local school districts.

Lo uisiana Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in Louisiana may be authorized by local school districts or the State Board of

Education.

Maine Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in M aine may be authorized by local school districts, the State Charter School

Commission, or other entities, such as a collaborative of local school districts.

Maryland Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in M aryland may be authorized by local school districts.

Massachusetts Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in M assachusetts may be authorized by the State Board of Education.

Michigan Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in M ichig an may be authorized by local school districts and other entities, such

as intermediate school districts, community colleg es, and state public universities.

Minneso ta Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in M innesota may be authorized by local school districts and other entities, such

as intermediate school districts, nonprofit org anizations, and institutions of hig her education.

Mississippi Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in M ississippi may be authorized by the M ississippi Charter School Authorizer

Board.
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Misso uri Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in M issouri may be authorized by local school districts, the M issouri Charter

Public School Commission, and other entities, such as institutions of hig her education.

Mo ntana M ontana does not have a law establishing  charter schools.

Nebraska Nebraska does not have a law establishing  charter schools.

Nevada Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in Nevada may be authorized by local school boards (with approval from the

state Department of Education), State Public Charter School Authority, and a colleg e or university within the

Nevada System of Hig her Education (with approval from the state Department of Education).

New

Hampshire

Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in New Hampshire may be authorized by local school districts, with the approval

of the State Board of Education or State Board of Education alone.

New Jersey Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in New Jersey may be authorized by the State Commissioner of Education.

New Mexico Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in New M exico may be authorized by local school districts and the New M exico

Public Education Commission.

New Yo rk Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in New York may be authorized by local school districts, the Board of Reg ents of

the New York State Department of Education, and other entities such as the State University of New York or the

chancellor of a city school district in a city of over one million.

No rth Caro lina Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in North Carolina may be authorized by the State Board of Education.

No rth Dako ta North Dakota does not have a law establishing  charter schools.

Ohio Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in Ohio may be authorized by local school districts and other entities, such as

state universities, qualified tax-exempt entities or mayors of cities.

Oklaho ma Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in Oklahoma may be authorized by local school districts, the State Board of

Education on appeal, and other entities, such as institutions of hig her education. Virtual charter schools may be

authorized by the Statewide Virtual Charter School Board

Orego n Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in Oreg on may be authorized by local school districts and the State Board of

Education, on appeal.

Pennsylvania Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in Pennsylvania may be authorized by local school districts, and virtual charter

schools may be authorized by the state Department of Education.

Rho de Island Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in Rhode Island may be authorized by the Council on Elementary and Secondary

Education.
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Fo r a co mplete list o f primary so urces, please see the appro priate state page at charters.funded.edbuild.o rg

So uth Caro lina Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in South Carolina may be authorized by local school districts, the State Board of

Education, or another entity, such as institutions of hig her education.

So uth Dako ta South Dakota does not have a law establishing  charter schools.

T ennessee Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in Tennessee may be authorized by local school districts or, in certain

circumstances, the State Board of Education.

T exas Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in Texas may be approved by local school districts or the State Commissioner of

Education.

Utah Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in Utah may be authorized by local school districts, the State Charter School

Board, or another entity, such as institutions of hig her education.

Vermo nt Vermont does not have a law establishing  charter schools.

Virginia Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in Virg inia may be authorized by local school districts, with approval from the

State Board of Education.

Washingto n Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in Washing ton may be authorized by the Washing ton State Charter School

Commission, and local school districts, with the approval of the State Board of Education.

West Virginia West Virg inia does not have a law establishing  charter schools.

Wisco nsin Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in Wisconsin may be authorized by local school districts, as well as other entities,

such as institutions of hig her education and elig ible cities and counties.

Wyo ming Charter funding  policies and reporting  practices within each state may vary depending  on the entity that authorized

the charter school. Charter schools in Wyoming  may only be authorized by local school districts.
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